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JANUARY, 1960 


THE WASHINGTON SCENE 


(A Report Prepared by the Washington Office of the 
American Medical Association ) 


ONGREsS embarked on a crucial election year 
session with expansion of the Social Security 
program shaping up as one of the major issues. 

It was virtually a foregone conclusion that some 
liberalization of the program would be voted in 
the Democratic-controlled Congress, but the key 
question was how far the changes would go. In 
every presidential election year during recent 
years, the House and Senate have anes a 
broadening of the program. 

One of the prime reasons Social Security has 
been an election year “favorite” is that the pro- 
gram can be boosted without affecting the Federal 
budget. This is because it is financed through em- 
ployer-employe contributions and is theoretically 
self-supporting. 

Of special interest to physicians, of course, is 
the fate of the so-called Forand bill that would 
provide hospitalization, surgical services, and nurs- 
ing home care for Social Security beneficiaries. 
This would be accomplished through even higher 
taxes on employes and employers than now sched- 
uled through already voted step increases. 

Supporters of the controversial legislation—vig- 
orously opposed by the administration, the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, and allied organizations 
— launched their move to win enactment this 
session. 

Senator Pat McNamara (D., Mich.), whose 
Senate subcommittee on Aging held a series of 
hearings across the country during the recess, an- 
nounced at the conclusion of the hearings that they 
showed a need for expanding Social Security to 
include health care for the aged. He indicated he 
thought the Forand bill did not go far enough. 


A battery of speakers at a meeting of the Amer- 
ican Public Welfare Association also urged a sharp 


increase in benefits, with some advocating “cradle 
to grave” security for all. 

Not all of the proposals for extending the pro- 
gram involved health care. 

The administration indicated it would recom- 
mend some expansion, especially in the disability 
program under which the Federal government 
helps the states provide assistance to persons over 
age 50 judged to be totally and permanently dis- 
abled. An influential lawmaker, Rep. Burr Harri- 
son (D., Va.), disclosed that he would introduce 
legislation to remove the age 50 limitation to allow 
all persons regardless of age to participate. He 
estimated this would not require any hiking of the 
taxes. Rep. Harrison is chairman of a House Ways 
and Means Subcommittee that held recess hearings 
on administration of the disability program. 

Meanwhile, Chairman Wilbur Mills (D., Ark.) 
of the full Ways and Means Committee cleared 
the way for full-scale hearings this Congressional 
session on the entire issue of Social Security. In 
listing specific phases to be considered, however, 
the lawmaker did not mention the Forand proposal. 

* 

A spokesman for the American Medical Asso- 
ciation told the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion that the A.M.A. believes the best solution to 
objectionable advertising and programs on tele- 
vision and radio is for the industry “to clean its 
own house.” 

Doctor Eugene F. Hoffman, co-chairman of 
the A.M.A.’s Physician’s Advisory Committee on 
Television, Radio and Motion Pictures, declared 
“the medical profession ... stands ready to assist 
the networks and individual stations in determin- 
ing accuracy and good taste of broadcast material 
involving health or medicine—either commercial 
or public service.” 


1. periodic renewal (trade-in) of your car 
2. proper registration 

3. ample insurance coverage 

4. local & state taxes 

5. breakdowns due to “tired” automobiles 


PA. 3-4700 


be prepar ed ... fast, effective, & long lasting relief from automobile worries 

all these and other minor “aches” quickly elim- 
inated when you lease with us. releases capital 
for investment. 

DOSAGE: moderate monthly rental fees.* 


BROADWAY AUTO LEASE CO., INC. 
766 BROADWAY, PAWTUCKET, R. I. 


*federal tax 
deduction 
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LEDERLE INTRODUC®ES... 


a masterpiece 


greater antibiotic activity 


Milligram for milligram, DECLOMYCIN brand of 
Demethylchlortetracycline has 2 to 4 times the inhibitory capacity 
of tetracycline against susceptible organisms. (Activity level 

is the basis of comparison—not quantitative blood levels—since 
action upon pathogens is the ultimate value.*) Provides significantly f 
higher serum activity level... | 


with far less antibiotic intake ' 


DECLOMYCIN demonstrates the highest ratio of prolonged activity 
level to daily milligram intake of any known broad-spectrum 
antibiotic. Reduction of antibiotic intake reduces likelihood of 
adverse effect on intestinal mucosa or interaction with contents. 


unrelenting-peak 
antimicrobial attack 


The DECLOMYCIN high activity level is uniquely constant throughout 
therapy. Eliminates peak-and-valley fluctuation, favoring continuous 
suppression. Achieved through remarkably greater stability in body 
fluids, resistance to degradation, and a low rate of renal clearance. 


*Hirsch, H. A., and Finland, M.: 
New England J. Med. 260:1099 
(May 28) 1959. 


Demethylchlortetracycline Lederle 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


WHAT NEXT, DOCTOR PECK? by Joseph 
H. Peck, M.D. Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J., 1959. $3.50. 


This delightfully told story concerns a young 
doctor’s first practice as a railroad company man 
in the salt flats region of Utah, just after the turn 
of the century. His patients were a few hardy pio- 
neers, the drifters and derelicts who worked the 
railroad and surrounding mines, the girls who set 
up shop to accommodate the boys and a tribe of 
Gosiute Indians. As competition he had the local 
witch doctor, and their struggle to control the In- 
dian health problem is one of the most amusing 
chapters in a book that boasts of many. 

The characters are many and varied, starting 
with Mamie, director of the girls, and proprietor 
of the Blue Goose. She extended a hearty welcome 
to the new doctor and offered him help and advice 
in adjusting to his new post. 

The chief engineer was a man with a problem. 
Doctor Peck couldn’t solve it according to Osler’s 
Principles and Practice of Medicine, but managed 
to treat it by instinct. Then along came the girl 
Ruth, whom the doctor took as wife. She didn’t 
bat an eye when faced with the fact that her new 
home had no bathroom, in spite of what Mamie 
had said! These and many more, weave a fascinat- 
ing background for a real adventure story that’s 
truly fun to read. 

SHIRLEY GARREAU 


HYPERTENSION, Edited by John H. Moyer, 
M.D. W. B. Saunders Co., Philadelphia, 1959. 
$14.00. 


This is the latest book to be published on the all 
important subject of hypertension and is most 
timely. It is a complete, modern, and authenticated 
text on the subject. The subject matter is a collec- 
tion of papers given at the First Hahnemann Sym- 
posium on Hypertension, held in early December, 
1958, at the Hahnemann Medical College in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. The list of contributors is 
very impressive, comprising most of the present 
clinical research men in the field of hypertension ; 
teachers and clinicians of note. 

The book is divided into five parts. The first 
deals mainly with pathology and clinical aspects of 


hypertension. It is very dull in some respects, yet 
informative. Basic concepts of the etiology of hy- 
pertension and pharmacology with use of sympa- 
thetic blocking agents in hypertension, compose 
the next two parts. These are most readable 
and well done. The fourth part is an excellent 
presentation of the role of salt and diuretics in the 
therapy of hypertension. Here is the real meat of 
the book and presents the most advanced informa- 
tion on hypertensive therapy. It removes much of 
the most prevalent confusion on this aspect of 
treatment. And finally, the last section deals with 
the surgical approach to hypertension and was 
added to round out the subject, rather than as a 
presentation of anything new. It is a re-hash of 
well-known procedures. 

Even for those who have been fortunate enough 
to have the time to keep up on their reading of 
recent papers on the subject of hypertension, this 
book is a must on any physician’s reading program. 
This text should be of value to the internist and 
cardiologist, both as a reference text and a teach- 
ing guide. The general practitioner will find it a 
great help in clarifying the jumble of new drugs 
used in the treatment of hypertension, as well as a 
better understanding of the disease itself, along 
with cautions and pitfalls in their use. The great 
deluge, over the past six years or so, of new drugs 
for the therapy of hypertension, has caused a lot 
of confusion. This book should help to unravel the 
tangle. 

Parts of the book are not easy to read and re- 
quire careful thought, however, the results will be 
most rewarding. This book is highly recommended 
as a help in a better understanding and treatment 
of this all too prevalent disease. 

Donatp L, Dr Nyse, M.D. 
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Underweight Children Gain and Retain Weight 
with Nilevar° 


One of the most convincing evidences of the 
anabolic activity of Nilevar, brand of norethan- 
drolone, has been its ability to improve appetite 
and increase weight in poorly nourished, under- 
weight children. 

A highly important feature of the weight gain 

thus produced is that it is not ordinarily mani- 
fested by deposition of fat but as muscle tissue 
resulting from the protein anabolism induced by 
Nilevar. 
Anorexia and “Weight Lag” Study— Brown, 
Libo and Nussbaum have reported* consistent 
and definite increases in rate of weight gain in 
eighty-six patients, ranging in age from 7 weeks 
to 15% years. This beneficial action of Nilevar 
was observed in the patients with organic and 
traumatic disorders as well as those whose only 
complaints were poor appetite and/or persist- 
ent failure to gain weight. 

In this study, the weight gained was not lost 


after discontinuance of Nilevar therapy al- 
though many patients did not continue the sharp 
gains effected by the drug. 

The authors are of the opinion that Nilevar 
is a highly useful anabolic agent for influencing 
weight gain in underweight children. 

When Nilevar is administered to children a 
dose of 0.25 mg. per pound of body weight is 
recommended and continuous dosage for more 
than three months is not recommended. 

Nilevar is supplied as tablets of 10 mg., drops 
of 0.25 mg. per drop and ampuls of 25 mg. in 1 
cc. of sesame oil. Further dosage information in 
Searle Reference Manual No. 4. 

G. D. Searle & Co., Chicago 80, Illinois. 
Research in the Service of Medicine. 


*Brown,S.S.; Libo, H.W., and Nussb A.H.: Norethandrol 

in the Successful Management of Anorexia and ‘Weight Lag’ in 
Children, Scientific Exhibit presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, Chicago, Oct. 20-23, 1958. 
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